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Lactating animals across species show aggressive behavior to protect infants from threats. However, how
hormonal fluctuations during pregnancy affect the maternal brain that induced aggressive behaviors remain poorly
understood. Using neural perturbation tools, I showed that the posterior amygdala (PA) - ventromedial
hypothalamus ventrolateral part (VMHvI) circuit which I have previously identified to be relevant for aggression in
males, serves as a regulatory hub for maternal aggression. Moreover, | demonstrated the estrogen receptor alpha
(Esr1) in the PA is necessary for the expression of maternal aggression developing the reversible gene knock
down system.




