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Terpendole E, an indole diterpene, is a KSP (kinesin spindle protein) inhibitor. The structural
feature of terpendole E is the contiguous asymmetric quaternary carbon centers at the C3-C4
positions. In this study, we tried to develop the stereoselective construction of contiguous asymmetric
quaternary carbon centers of terpendole E by using stereoselective epoxidation and subsequent
super Lewis acid [B(CsFs)s] mediated 1,2-rearrangement of methyl group as key steps. As results, we

have established a method for constructing the A—E ring portion of terpendole E.




