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In recent years, there has been considerable discourse on the multifaceted roles of environmental
assessment. These discussions extend beyond traditional paradigms of environmental conservation
to encompass considerations of impacts on human health, local society, and cumulative effects
This study endeavors to explore optimal methodologies for Sustainability Assessment, serving as
a decision—-making tool that incorporates these diverse impacts. Within the Japan Society for
Environmental Assessment, the Sustainability Assessment Study Group was established for this
purpose. Over the past two years, this group has engaged in research activities including a
comprehensive review of academic |iterature on sustainability assessment and exploration of
ideal implementation methods

At the Annual Meetings of the Japan Society for Environmental Assessment in 2022 and 2023, we
organized sympodium and special session related to Sustainability Assessment in Japan which
compiled the results of this research, we summarized the concept of sustainability assessment
and reported on the specific method for implementing sustainability assessment in Japan. These
results were published in the Journal of the Society. Additionally, in May 2022, at the
International Association for Impact Assessment, we delivered two oral presentations on the
results of our research, which analyzed the current status of sustainability assessment in
Japan. As the final outputs, we developed the “Guide to Introducing Sustainability Assessment, ”
which outlines the purpose, appropriate implementing body, procedure and the image of
implementation of sustainability assessment in Japan. By using this, we will continue to provide
the information on the introduction of sustainability assessment to the policy makers, such as
local governments, even after the end of the research period.
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