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In the Seto Inland Sea, the concentration of phosphorus, nitrogen, and other nutrients in seawater,
which provide nutrients for fish, seaweeds, and seagrasses, has been declining in recent years
resulting in an oligotrophic environment. This phenomenon affects various types of fisheries. For
example, the color of cultured laver has become |ighter and the quality of its texture and taste
has declined, while the catch of squid roe has stagnated and that of clams has dropped. The media
has been actively reporting on this issue as one that needs to be addressed urgently.

The Seto Inland Sea borders a total of 11 prefectures: Osaka, Hyogo, and Wakayama in the Kinki
region; Okayama, Hiroshima, Yamaguchi, Tokushima, Kagawa, and Ehime in the Chugoku and Shikoku
regions; and Fukuoka and Oita in the Kyushu region. Various types of fisheries are conducted there.
In the Seto Inland Sea, it is expected that various perceptions of oligotrophication will coexist
among fishermen. Therefore, the objectives of this study were (1) to examine regional differences
in perception of the problem by analyzing the return rate of a questionnaire survey on marine
oligotrophication, and (2) to clarify respondents’ perception of the problem of oligotrophication
by analyzing their answers to several descriptive questions in the questionnaire survey.




