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In deltas and low-lying regions of major Asian rivers, which support global rice production, stable access to
irrigation water has become increasingly difficult due to upstream dam construction and changing rainfall patterns.
The development and dissemination of water—saving rice irrigation technologies are therefore urgent challenges.
This study focuses on Alternate Wetting and Drying (AWD), a technique that requires no special equipment and
can reduce water use by 15-40% without decreasing yield. However, the areas where AWD has been adopted
remain limited. While past dissemination efforts have relied primarily on technology seminars, these involve high
costs and limited scalability. As a result, social learning—where farmers learn through mutual interaction—has
emerged as a promising alternative.

We conducted interviews with 50 rice farmers in the Mekong Delta, comparing those who adopted AWD after
attending formal seminars with those who learned informally from neighboring farmers. Although both groups
practiced AWD in similar ways, seminar participants tended to achieve greater water—saving outcomes. This
suggests that while social learning facilitates wider adoption, accurate understanding and effective implementation
of AWD may still require access to expert—led information. A combined approach—integrating social learning with
formal knowledge—sharing—may enhance the precision and sustainability of AWD dissemination.




