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Overtourism has come to be pointed out as a negative aspect of tourism. How much “waste” do
tourists bring to the islands? In islands around the world, the amount of waste generated per capita
is high compared to other places. This is because the tourism industry is concentrated in remote
islands. However, it is difficult to measure the contribution of tourism to the amount of waste
generated in remote islands. Because the waste from tourists and residents is collected and counted
together (United Nations, 2010). Several studies deal with the waste generation associated with the
increase in the number of tourists. Arbull et al. (2015) evaluated the impact of the quantity and
quality of tourism by using environmental Kuznets for each country in the EU, which is a macro
perspective. In contrast, impacts on remote islands are more precise compared to the
country-specific analysis, e.g. including the Catalina Islands (Diaz-Farina et al., 2020) and the
Hawaiian Islands (Saito, 2013). Since these remote island studies share a common collection
system, it is not possible to evaluate policies such as the charging of household waste. Therefore,
this study analyzes the impact of tourists on waste generation using data from 318 inhabited
remote islands in Japan and identifies the factors that contribute to the reduction of waste
generation at the municipal level with various collection systems.
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