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This project aims to introduce a human rights based approach to nuclear disaster management and
develop human rights guidelines to protect the people affected by nuclear disasters using the Fukushima nuclear
power plants accident of 2011 as a case study.

For that purpose, | clarified the relationship between human rights and disaster management as well as
the characteristics of human rights violations in the situations of disasters through a systematic review of published
literature. In addition, | demonstrated the significant human rights challenges arising in the aftermath of nuclear
disasters in order to point out that human rights monitoring systems and human rights guidelines are necessary for
nuclear disaster management. Finally, | proposed the pilot version of the guidelines which indicated the essential
points of the guidelines.

These works were published in two journals in Japanese and English and presented at an international
academic conference (Tokuko Munesue, Nuclear Disaster Management and Human Rights: Human Rights
Guidelines to Protect Nuclear Disasters’ Affected Persons, Law and Society Association 2017 Annual Meeting,
Mexico City, June 21, 2017.) .

In this body of work, although the pilot version of the guidelines was demonstrated, it is still incomplete
and enrichment of the contents is demanded. It is necessary to add concrete activities and measures as well as the
contents in response to disaster preparedness and risk mitigation. The guidelines will become more practical by
these improvements and it is possible to urge policy makers and humanitarian actors to use them.




