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The purpose of this study is to examine whether the introduction of solar drying systems contribute
to the development of rural community activities in Thailand

In this study, interviews were conducted with six farmer groups who use solar drying systems for their
production activities in Thailand, and the empirical findings from the interviews were used as data
for the analysis. The farmer groups surveyed are registered as community enterprises and operate based
on the “sufficiency economy” philosophy.

The case analysis reveals that the introduction of solar drying systems has the potential to create
the following three values. First, its introduction has the potential to motivate community members
and bring out their initiative through the improvement of the working environment. The second is the
possibility that its introduction may naturally induce learning to improve members’ competence,
triggered by a change in drying methods. Third, its introduction has the potential to enhance the
sustainability of local communities by strengthening ties within rural communities and ensuring
succession. More importantly, the use of renewable solar thermal energy realizes the three values
mentioned above without the consumption of fossil fuels.

This study suggests that the installation of solar drying systems may not only contribute to global
environmental sustainability in terms of climate change mitigation, but also to the sustainable
development of rural communities in developing countries.




