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The purpose of this research is to clarify elements of common binding rules for protection of
marine environment in the global era. For that purpose [ analyze relevant EU laws which have binding
effects on its 28 Member States

Based on the Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Par | iament and of the Council of 17 June 2008
establishing a framework for community action in the field of marine environmental policy, EU Member
States are encouraged to cooperate with their neighbor countries to protect marine environment. For
example, EU is a contracting member of the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against
Pollution (Mediterranean Convention) with relevant Member States such as France or Italy and work
together with other contracting parties of the Convention. As a result, the Contracting Parties of the
Mediterranean Convention adopted the Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against
Pollutionresulting fromExploration and Exploitation of the Continental Shelf and Seabed and its Subsoi
which reflects many of EU environmental law principles

The most important elements of the common binding rules for protection of marine environment
is to secure the binding effects of the common international rules. As a basic principle of public
international law, states can be bound by international treaties only when they are contracting parties
of such treaties. In this point I suppose the EU seems to be a good example (Of course, it may not be
appropriate to treat the relation between the EU and its Member States as aminiature world (like relation
between the UN and sovereign states), because the EU Member States have already introduced the “EU
standards” when they became its Member States, therefore within the EU there are little diversity among
its Member States). In the history of international environment law we can trace the influence of the
EU on international rule-making, so that it is important to analyze the influence of the EU law on its
neighbor states in the global era.




