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Microplastics (MP) are a major concern in the ocean’s environment in the worldwide. Microplastics have several
influences not only water environment, but also ecosystem, because aquatic organism can easily get MP in mouth
due to the small size of MP. There are many researches and surveys in the oceans, and while there are a few
researches in the rivers around the world.

As the first step of the MP researches in the rivers, in the present study, we considered the fundamental
methodology of the micro plastics survey. Then we investigated the distribution of micro plastics in the multiple
Japanese rivers. The number of rivers and locations were 18 and 21, respectively.

The results indicated that the source of contamination of MP in the field surveys were discussed from the view
point of materials and surveying procedure. We found that the order of magnitude of the particle count density of

MP in the rivers was a one-order lower than that in the sea near Japan.




