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This research examines the energy poverty problem in Japan and the role of moral motivation in economic
behavior from the perspective of climate change policy after the Great East Japan Earthquake. For this
research purpose, it employs various poverty and vulnerability measures and an economic model of moral
motivation which reflects an idea from Kant’ s categorical imperative. First the empirical result shows
the aggravation of energy poverty among vulnerable households such as elderly and mother—child,
resulting from both the escalation of energy prices and lowering income, during the past decade. Second
the result also indicates the important role of moral motivation, which encourages people’ s electric
power saving behaviors to a considerable extent if an proper information is given. When we consider
the carbon pricing in Japan, it is necessary to examine an appropriate carbon price level and
redistribution policy based on the above viewpoints




