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Some of Japanese shrines are prayed for the weather. The shrines which’s name included Chinese
character “% (it means thunder and |ightning)” are prayed for much rain or not to struck by thunder.
The aim of this study is to compare the area of shrine and current weather data. We found out those
shrines from documents and maps, and We classified it according to prayer, and made a distribution
map. And We compared that distribution map with current thunder frequency and the precipitation.

We found out 176 Shrines that is related to thunder in four prefectures of Northern Kanto region.
We classified the region in four types based on thunder frequency and precipitation: “much thunder
and little rain (ML)”, “much thunder and much rain (MM)”, “little thunder and little rain (LL)” and
“little thunder and much rain (LM)”. Then 55. 1% shrines were in “ML”, 14.2% shrines were in "MM” ,
30. 7% shrines were in “LL” and there was no shrines in “LM”. And We classified these shrines in
different of prayer. “Pray for rain (R)” is 45 shrines, “pray for not to struck by thunder (T)”
is 31 shrines, “both (B)” is 16 shrines, “other (0)” is 2 shrines and “unspecified (U)” is 82 shrines.
98% of shrines to “R” were distributed over the division of “ML” and “LL”, then 87% of shrines to
“T” were distributed over the division of “ML” and “MM”.

These results suggest that the weather in old days had similar characteristics of current weather.




