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In this research project, the relationship of expanding rubber and oil palmcultivation to local society
and natural environment was examined based on the field research on following topics: 1)
interrelationship with political economy in national and global levels; 2) transformation of local
social orders in the Northeast and Southern Thailand; 3) the degradation of natural environment and
the measurements taken by both governmental agencies and local communities

The results are summaries as below.

The socio—economic conditions in the rural areas have been up—graded close to urban middle class |ife
style. The link with natural environments have become thinner. Political consciousness has changed to
more policy-oriented one. The experiences in committing to rubber cooperatives is a good learning
opportunity to the people on broader political economic trends

As environmental impacts, the deforestation by conversion to rubber and oi | palm gardens caused decrease
of natural resources and floods. The herbicides polluted surrounding lands and streams. Some villagers
acknowledge the problems but the communities could not control them due to the lack of consensus. On
the other hand, recently, those farmers who have been long overlooked by the officers to cultivate
protected forest areas are suddenly arrested or forced to move out due to the change of the government’ s
policy. These points show higher vulnerability of the |ife totally depending upon rubber and oil palm.
The social facilities that enables the locals to subjectively consider their own living environments
rather than any regulatory measures by the government, are needed.




