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It is wel l-known that prenatal environmental exposure (including chemicals and other social events)

can affect children’ s health, growth, and development. We examined the relationships between these
environmental factors and newborn’ s health in a perinatal center in Shizuoka. We further evaluated
how to follow-up the newborns and how to evaluate the children’ s health, growth, and development

In the analyses in the perinatal center, we showed that air pol lution exposure was related with abnormal

birth outcomes; a recent increase in preterm births or low birth weight newborns was explained by
obstetrical interventions; and inadequate weight gain during pregnancy was associated with low birth
weight infant. Moreover, we examined the fol low-up method and how to evaluate children’ s health, growth,
and development using a nation-wide longitudinal survey in Japan and other environmental health

incidents. We also provided some evidence from the survey.
In the future project, we plan to start a follow-up study of the newborns using the evidence or

experience obtained in this project.




