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Inthis research, | tried to develop environmental education model which promote environmental education
and academic ability in an integrated manner. Therefore, | interviewed teachers and administrators

succeeded in academic development of students through environmental education. And | examined

relationships between academic development and environmental education.

| interviewed teachers and administrators of Inabe City in Mie Prefecture, Nagano city and Koumi Town

in Nagano Prefecture, Matsudo City in Chiba Prefecture. And in USA, | interviewed teachers and

administrators of Portland, Maine and Estes Park, Colorado. | analyzed these interviews and resources

offered from interviewee. And | found these successful experiences have two characteristics in common.

That is:

1. Environmental Education is effective in nurturing basis of academic ability.
For example, if student investigate the local forest, and have the presentation of the result, and
appeal to community, these processes bring a feeling: “| can make the difference” and strengthen
student’ s self-esteem, independence. These processes bring a feeling: “| am not alone” and instill
togetherness in student, teacher and community. Self-esteem, independence and togetherness foster
motivation to learn, especially for low-performing student. As a result environmental education
prevent breakdown in discipline and improve academic ability.

2. Environmental education gives students a realization of meaningfulness of learning.
In school, knowledge is divided into several subjects, math, language, science and etc. But in this
situation, many students, especially low-performing students don’ t feel the necessity of learning
and they are prone to delinquency. In environmental education project, student share one obvious
goal in common and col laborate with other students. These processes bring a feeling: “this learning
is significant” . And in these processes, students’ activities seek to achieve a goal inevitably
lead to acquirement of knowledge which is useful for achieving a goal.




