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Historical ly speaking, there are two approaches to handling the issue of environmental change:
one is to remove the causes of the change and the other is to adjust to the adverse effects
In the context of climate change, these responses are referred to as mitigation and adaptation
measures, respectively.

A wide variety of mitigation and adaptation has been suggested in the context of climate
change, however, there is still room for progress intheir effective implementation. It iswidely
acknowledged that promoting the long—term sustainability of the areas requires an assessment
of their capacity to handle stress from a host of external and internal factors. In other words,
the ability to implement specific adaptation measures is dependent upon the existence and nature
of adaptive capacity. Subsequently, the study endeavors to assess the adaptive capacity in local
areas, and discuses the results. It is found that the benefits of adaptation will be valued
differently depending on the social, economic and political contexts. In addition, Tamura and
Uegaki (2010) discusses the core competencies required for the enhancement of adaptive capacity
and the sustainability education and evaluates the impacts of some challenges for the human
resource development. Wise adaptation to climate change must be implemented according to
regional realities, thereby resulting in change of regional and social modalities and possibly
resulting in the solution of other problems simultaneously (Tamura and Mimura, 2010).




