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While 1SO 14001 was positively significant for reduction of the no-regulated emissions, another
important issue on 1SO 14001 was continual improvement. One of the main characteristic of [SO 14001
was to achieve the continual improvement through checking and corrective actions and management review.

Comparison of early and recent adopter indicated that the early adopter had higher targets of
emissions than the recent adopter. These results, however, could not remove possibility that early
adopter had obtained higher targets when facilities got certification of IS0 14001 and these targets
were kept at same level.

Another way for validation of the continual improvement could be comparison of performance over
time on same group of facilities. |t would offer more clear results on the continual improvement. This
study divided facilities using date of 1SO 14001 certification and fol lowed the targets of emissions
at four times: July 1997, March 1999, March 2001 and January 2010.

Results indicated that the effects of 1S0 14001 on the continual improvement were found. 1S0 14001
made facilities establish the targets for no-regulated emissions and raise the level of the targets
continuously. Therefore 1SO adopter had higher level of the targets than no adopter and ear |y adopter
had more elevated targets than recent adopter.




