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Tourism and financial support from the government have been sustaining the economy of the Amami
Islands for a long period. It is important to analyze the role that tourism and financial support have
played in groping for the economic independence in the future. These factors to the population moving
in and the transfer were analyzed in this research based on the time series data. Our econometric
analysis shows that the development of the tourism industry controls moving in and promotes the
transfer from the islands. On the other hand, the fact is that financial support had not have an effect
to moving in and the transfer.

The effect of tourism on the resident's movement is difficult to explain from the causal relation of
economy. Next, we examined the material of the hearing investigation in Amami Oshima. As a result,
time when the tourism industry developed was thought to be corresponding to time when the
production of Oshima pongee, which was the central industry of Amami, declined as a cause. The
Japanese went away from the kimono in recent years, and the production of Oshima pongee has been
sharply decreasing since late 1980's. They say that the number of young people on the island have
decreased due to reduction of factories of Oshima pongees.

The number of travelers remains almost constant according to the time series data. Its warm
climate and healing environment constantly gather approximately 250,000 tourists every year from
the mainland in Japan. It should be noticed that the total solar eclipse is to be observed by Amami on
July 22, 2009, and 250,000 tourists are expected on that day. Amami is having the highest chance to
obtain a great benefit from tourism, so it is necessary to execute an exceptionally well-organized
tourism project. The key is traffic, water, and disposal of rubbish. In addition to the feature on such a
geographical merit, Amami has its own nature and culture. By sending this information to the public,
tourism will increase the number of visitors without damaging environment, and achieve a
sustainable economic growth even though it may not be as large as the pongee industry attained.




