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The State Council| of China implemented a new environmental |y protective policy switching inferior
cultivating land to forest or grassland with a subsidy and food benefit in kid in 2000. This policy
is observed to have significant effects on the prevention of rangeland degradation and desertification
associated with other protective policies such as the traditional forestation, the grazing ban and the
ecological immigration in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, China. The participating rate of farmers
in this policy is relatively high. However, many farmers have some anxieties of the future because
the subsidies to farmers have not been determined to be continued by the central government. In
particular it takes a long termperiod for the rehabilitation of grassland and forest in semi arid region.
[t is necessary to systematically coordinate concerned policies preventing desertification and to
disclose the long term plans of environmentally protective policies to farmers.

In addition, the desertification used to take place against the background of the rural poverty.
Therefore, it is necessary for farmers to live their own lives economically. In some rural areas it
is observed that an invasion of private integrated company triggered the formation of dairy or chicken
farming and created new job opportunities, then resulted in the prevention of desertification. Inother
rural areas instead of migratory grazing a new sedentary |ivestock farming with growing grass on
cultivated land was established, then resulted in the preservation of rangeland. To combat rangeland
degradation and desertification the environmental |y protective programs should be repositioned proper |y
in a comprehensive rural development plan which considers natural resource condition, the structure
of rural society, market condition, available technologies and political environment.




