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This research project conducted empirical study on the spatial location of Hazardous Waste Disposal Facilities in
Japan. In the current literature, many scholars hypothesize the connections between social inequality and the
location of such hazardous waste facilities, and they have been confirmed as for the United States. In our study,
we started to investigate such a hypothesis if there is any visible connection between social and economic
inequalities and the location of hazardous waste facilities in Japan.

Thanks to a generous funding from Sumitomo Foundation, we created a dataset on the spatial location of Japanese
waste disposal facilities, from which the central and municipal governments of Japan obtained annual report on
their activities. Our regression analyses uncovered several interesting observations. First, intermediate-level
waste disposal facilities are mostly located inside industrial concentrations of Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya — three
major cities in Japan. We could not observe any statistically significant social and economic inequality that can
explain the location of such intermediate-level facilities. Second, final-level disposal facilities are more likely to
be located outside the industrial concentrations. Their location could be systematically explained by the factors
such as low population concentration and overall wealth of the area.

The further study is needed to accumulate data on “illegal” hazardous waste disposal sites, which recently become
a social problem in Japan. By ignoring those illegal waste disposal sites, we may have had some systematic biases
in our analyses.




