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The term of ‘Struggle for recognition’ can explain the great transformation in foreign policy. This research explains 

Japan’s foreign policy in terms of the struggle for recognition. The mechanism of recognition among states can be 

summarized through self-identification, self-justification and moral representation. First, self-identification is how 

one identifies oneself in terms of one’s relations with others. When Japan dealt with recognizing China Issue, it 

faced the process of self-identification. Then, Japan defined its national identity in the context of the struggle for 

recognition. To be recognized as sovereign by others, Japan recognized others as sovereign. Japan’s policy 

decision makers have kept Japan’s national identity in mind, in terms of the gap between the ideal and reality of the 

self and others.  

 

How does Japanese government identify itself and justify its foreign policy toward China and US? It can be 

explained with its national and government interests. Cold War Ideology(CI) model has justified the US-Japan 

cooperation, History and Culture(HC) model has represented cooperation with PRC, and Regional 

Cooperation(RC) model is a way to enhance the role of Japan as a mediator between Asia and the West. Changes 

in the justification type served as the basis for strengthening the legitimacy of postwar Japan and the legitimacy of 

regime change.  

 

Above all, Japanese government's international normative orientation was to overcome the identity of the defeated 

Japanese nation and secure its legitimacy. Domestically, justification for supporting changes in Chinese or US 

policy played a major role in securing and strengthening the legitimacy of the regime. It appears the foreign policy 

makers strengthening the legitimacy of the regime and state by justifying it as a norm in the pursuit of the interests 

of the regime and the interests of the state. It will be possible to expand to comparative studies with examples of 

various countries or regimes in the future. 

 

In this research, an attempt was made to analyze the text network by extracting the China/US-related part of the 

diplomatic bluebook from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. This research approaches to the Japanese 

foreign policy with problem-oriented, contextual, and multi-method in orientation. In looking more closely at how 

the words of the international normative types are used, it will be helpful to gauge the direction of Japanese foreign 

policy. 
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