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Completion Report

The formation of Japanese historical novels and the circumstances in
19t" century

Dr. Hong Sungjoon

Researcher

Institute of Japanese Studies
Dankook University

This research is a study aimed at considering the process of the
formation of the 19th century Japanese historical novel through the
authors of the late Edo period Kyokutei Bakin and Saeda Shigeru, and
the creator of the early Meiji period Yamada Bimyo and Tsubouchi
Shoyo. Major survey targets were published in the 19th century such
as “Chinsetsu VYumiharizuki” - “Nanso Satomi Hakkenden”, Saeda
Shigeru’ s “Oguri Gaiden”, Yamada Bimyo’ s “"Tategotozoshi”
“"Musashino”. We took up the work and carried out a survey together
with Bakin’s self-made criticism collection and Tsubouchi Shoyo’s
work. A part of the results of the research was presented at The
Japanese Language and Literature Association of Korea’s Summer
International Academic Conference (held in June 2017) and its
contents was translated into the Journal of Japanese Language and
Literature Vol. 102 No. 2 (The Japanese Language and Literature
Association of Korea, 2017-8). The research results will continue to
be released in academic journals, series of studies and research
books. On a Japanese business trip, I visited the University of
Tokyo, the National Institute of Japanese Literature and Iwase
Bunko, gathered necessary materials for research and bought related
books at a bookstore.

Through this research, I could analyze the process of the formation
of Japanese historical novels in the 19th century. Specifically, by
organizing the genealogy of historical novels from around the Middle
Ages to the present age, from past historical stories and military
stories to historical novels by authors such as modern Shiba Ryotaro
and Ikenami Shotaro. Bakin, Saeda Shigeru, Bimyo, Syoyo are located
there.

A comparative study of Saeda Shigeru and Bakin who played an active
part in the same age has not been carried out thoroughly yet and
focused on the fact that a study comparing its style and historical
view 1s sought in the modern Japanese literary circles. Also, 1
thought that it would be possible to add Bimyo to the flow of

Japanese historical novels, from the viewpoint that there 1is
significance 1in understanding Bimyo as a pioneer writer of a
conventional word agreement, not as a historical novelist.

Furthermore, since Tsubouchi Shoyo presented the ideal historical
novel through “novel spirit (Shosetsu Shinzui)”, the history novel
of the Meiji era I thought that formation could be seen. If such
research will be carried out more precisely in future, it will be
possible to establish the genealogy of Japanese historical novels.
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Hong Sung Joon, “A study on Yamada Bimyo’s “Musashino” - Focused
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Shobo, 2019




