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COMPLETION REPORT
Possibility of Sino-Japan cooperation in building the recycling-oriented society in Dalian

Dr. Wang Huixian  (+2)
Associate Professor

School of Japanese Studies

Dalian University of Foreign Language

In Recent years, environmental issues become one of the most important problems in
China. This study took up one of the environmental issues — the disposal of Municipal
Living Solid Waste(MLSW), especially centered on the construction of Government-
Industry-University Cooperation System which is considered indispensable in the
settlement of MLSW problems. As the very first step, this study discussed the role that
universities should play in the cooperation system.

Recently, the MLSW treatment in China has been mainly carried out by local
government which is severely commented by the people because of a lot of problems such
as the financial problems, social problems, technical problems and environmental
problems, and so on. So it is considered that it is difficult for the local government to
handle with MLSW problems more efficiently than before under the current mechanism. It
is evident that the European and American universities have played an important role in
the settlement of environmental issues and in the improvement of such a situation. But
the role of the universities in environmental issues and in the upbringing of environment
industries isn't esteemed yet in China, and it can't be said that the preceding study is
enough.

Concretely, the main roles of universities in environmental fields can be concluded as
following. First, most of the universities have excellent human resources and be well-
equipped, so not only the development of environmental technologies and talent-training,
but also the information collection, analysis and transmission considered as the base of
circular society is expected to be achieved by universities.

Secondly, comparing with the profit-oriented enterprises, the universities are relatively
in a neutral position, which can make it more easily for the universities to improve the
communication of talents, technologies and information when a Government-Industry-
University Cooperation System is established in the environmental domain. In other
words, the universities can play a very important role of human network.

Thirdly, in the field of technology-introduction, it is highly necessary for China to
learn from Japan which has got an excellent achievement in so many areas. For example,
the mechanism of technology selection, the matching between the introduced technologies
and the acceptance enterprises, the digestion and improvement of introduced

technologies, and so on. In these areas, Japanese universities have played an important

3



irreplaceable role, and it is said that the success of Japanese technology-introduction will
not be available without its universities.

Finally, most of the Chinese universities can be called as a kind of housing complex
with high population density because most of the students live in the dormitories and
have a group life. So it is important to grasp the situation of the wastes in order to
develop suitable methods and routes of wastes disposal. At the same time, participation
by the students in the above process can help them form an environmental awareness and
eco-friendly lifestyle. Actually, a lot of environmental activities have been carried out in
my university triggered by this study. For example, we had a questionnaire survey contest
on environmental protection between the students, and offered supports to the students
interested in environmental protection in order that they could write graduation thesis
with higher quality. And in the Environmental Month started from November 2014, an
environmental-protection-advertisement-design contest and a contest of DIY goods using
wastes were performed.

Another key issue that our research emphasized is to explore the possibility of inducing
experiences of Japan into China. To know the real situation of China in this regard, in
addition to implement a survey in Dalian University of Foreign Languages, we also
collected data on household waste for a four-member family, estimated how much waste
could be reduced if garbage classification were implemented. Furthermore, we conducted
a field survey on treatment with used batteries in Dalian High-Tech Zone where many
foreign companies are located. Surprisingly, it seems there is a long way to go for those
international companies to become role models in environmental conservation.
Additionally, we were also informed by policy-makers of the necessity to protect seacoast
resources and coastal ecosystem, establish publicity board. For searching methods in
Japan to solve those problems, our visiting to Japan surveyed ways of improving public
awareness on environment, legal measures on establishing publicity boards, contents of
publicity boards. Experiences and data from Japan have been employed in our classroom;
we hope our work could play a role in training environmental awareness of next
generations.
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