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Spoken Japanese of Thai learners

—Towards elucidating the acquisition situation and problems of the
communication skills of learners—

The research aims to capture the acquisition situation and problems of the
communication skills of Thai learners of Japanese by studying the data obtained by
giving 100 students who were majoring in Japanese at Chulalongkorn University in
Thailand an ACTFL proficiency interview test with a certified ACTFL OPI tester. The
ACTFL OPI test is the most recognized oral proficiency test in the world, thus
considered as suitable for assessing the oral proficiency level of the students. Among
the 100 OPI interview records, given the OPI rating by a certified tester, 68 student
interview oral data (Beginner 6 , intermediate 38 , advanced 24) was selected and
transcribed. After checking the transcribed data, we studied the data from various
points of view and decided to elucidate the acquisition situation and problems of the
communication skills of Thai learners by focusing non-verbal speech, tongue clicks and
laughs. We studied the occurrences with their functions and roles in communication.

The analysis of the data indicates that tongue clicks are observed in
explanation tasks of the intermediate and advanced levels and that more than 40% of
subjects produce tongue clicks. The clicks are not a result of showing irritation and
frustration, but they co-occur with the expressions indicating that the subjects are in
the process of thinking. With respect to the laughs of the subjects, the data shows the
high frequency of occurrence, every other turn-takings. It also turned out that laughs
occur in the situation which may give a disagreeable impression to the Japanese if
produced in conversation with them. For example, in spite of the tester’s waiting for
the response of a subject, the subject remains silent without understanding the stateme
nt or its significance of the tester and then interjects a laugh.

In relation to the deliverables of this research project, we have written a
manuscript which had been accepted for presentation at the Ninth International
Symposium on Oral Proficiency Interview held in Hong Kong at the Chinese Universit
y of Hong Kong on 2" and 3" November 2013.

We are currently working to extend the data to make a corpus based on ICT
(Information and Computer Technology) to keep furthermore elucidating the acquisition
situation and problems in Japanese language education. We will pursue this work so
that our work will contribute to Japanese language education in Thailand.
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