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In Modern Japanese, there are adverbs that express frequency, such as taezu (7=
Z29), sijyuu (LU w 9), syottyuu (L X 2B w 9) and yoku (L <). The Shogakukan’ s

Japanese Dictionary, 2" Ed. ( THAEZE KFEMH] ) (2002) defined the aforementioned
adverbs as follows:
® taczu (72 Z279)- [collocation] (the adverbial form constructed from the
irrealis form of the verb taeru (#t % %) and auxillary verb zu (%)
Evolved to become an adverb) the never—ending continuation of an

action; always; continually; constantly
° sijvuu (L Uw 9)— [adverb] from start to finish; indicates an action
is frequently occurring; often; always
° syottyuu (L X > B w 9) — [adverb] (a variation of syotyuu (L X Hw 9
(g1%) ) ) from beginning to end; has been; always; uninterrupted.
® yoku (X <) - [adverb] (from the adverbial form of the adverb yoi (X
\V) ) repeatedly; often; again and again; sometimes.

From the above we can see that these four adverbs are used often and they all
share the expression of something continuing uninterruptedly. This study aims to
investigate the characteristics of these adverbs to better understand Japanese
linguistic traits

Research methods include examining whether these four adverbs display limited
time characteristics; the characteristics of their ending predicate clauses; if the
entire sentence expresses an “already completed” status; if they correspond with
negative sentences; if they appear together with adverbs of degree; and evaluating
the speaker’ s perspective

Results indicate that their shared characteristics are: none of the four adverbs
display limited time characteristics; motion and telicity have a large influence on
the ending predicate clauses; and all four express an “already completed” status.
taezu (72 %29 ) and sijyuu (L Uw 9 ) which have predicates that modify status may
appear at the end of a sentence; taezu (7229 ) and sijyuu (L Uw ) may correspond
with negative sentences; syottyuu (L X > 5w 9) and yoku (X <) may appear together
with adverbs of degree; and sijyuu (L Uw 9) and syottyuu (L X > 5B w 9 ) are used
differently when speaking in a negative tone

In conclusion, we can conclude that high-frequency adverbs may be further
grouped into adverbs that describe continuously carrying out actions, like taezu (7=
%29 ) and sijvuu (L U w 9 ), and adverbs that describe performing a single action
over and over, such as syottyuu (L X 2> Hw 9) and yoku (L <).
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