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Research Summary

Higher education has been expanding rapidly in East Asian countries in the past several decades. The
rapid expansion of higher education in the region has not only led to the diversification of higher
education institutions, including the emergence of private sector in higher education system, but also
brought about increased diversity in the student body. Asian students have been stereotyped as
diligence and talent; however, this stereotype has undergone dramatic changes in the context of
expansion of higher education. With college education becomes the norm, involuntary attendance
become common, which is causing serious problems such as low student motivation and behavioral
disorder. East Asia is no exception to this trend. How to respond to the changing characteristics and
expectations of students have become the common challenges among colleges and universities in
East Asian.

Using the data from the college student surveys in China and Japan, this study is to examine the
nature and extent of the diversity among college students, and further analyze the relationship
between student commitment patterns and educational environment. By comparing the cases of
China and Japan, this analysis also reveals the internal variability among East Asian countries. Based
on the Kaneko’s typological model of student, this study aims to answer the following research
questions:

1) How are students diversified along the axis in the model, and how are the patterns of
distribution differing between China and Japan?

2 How are students belonging to each of the four types of students characterized in terms of
socioeconomic status, engagement and outcomes?

(3) What educational environment, especially the institutional attributes and pedagogical
approaches contribute to student successful transition?

Some results are reported below:

First, the ongoing popular characterization of East Asian students does not fully capture the nature of
diversification of student population in this region. The results of this study show that the time for
after-class study of Chinese and Japanese students are less than U.S. students. Meanwhile, the
distributions over student type are significantly different between China and Japan. Compare with the
41 percent of Japanese student are high consistent type, nearly half of Chinese students belong to
conformist type. The finding implicates that a considerable number of Chinese students enter college
with uninformed career plan, because of the heavy emphasis on the success in entrance examination
up to the secondary schools provide few opportunities of thinking the learning’s true meaning for
them.

Second, it was confirmed that there were relationships between student types and the various
engagement patterns and learning outcomes. For instance, in both China and Japan, the high
consistency type students tend to be more positive in academic engagement and achieve better
academic performance.




Third, educational environment, including institutional attributes and pedagogical practices also exert
positive influences on students’ successful transition. In other words, effective pedagogical practices,
including participatory teaching, restrictive teaching, and after-class assistance are effective in
helping the students transitioning to the Consistent type. This finding was confirmed in both China
and Japan.

Fourth, the socioeconomic status (first-generation) was not significantly related to student’s
successful transition. However, first-generation students who experience effective pedagogical
practices during college have higher probability of moving to the High Consistency type.
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