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This study aimed at understanding the structure and problems of
urbanized societies in Japan and China by collecting data of "Children's
Independent Mobility (CIM)" and "Children's Happiness and well-being”
to promote environmental improvement of cities through "Child-Friendly
Cities Initiative (CFC) in Japan and Asia.

The research was carried out by primarily with literature survey and
questionnaire survey on primary and secondary school children and
their guardians. Four cities in Japan (Chiba) and China (Chongging and




Shenzhen) and Hong Kong with similar urbanization and urban
structure, density, infrastructure, scale of the economy were selected in
the survey.

The survey has collected valid answers from 719 children aged from 6 to
15 years-old, and 674 of their guardians in total. As a result, it was
found that the CIM are affected by such factors as guardian's perception
of children’s safety, transportation system, community and urban
structures. It was also found that the children's happiness is
associated with their guardian's happiness, so children's happiness
show a higher level of tendency if their guardian's happiness level is
high. The guardian's happiness on the other hand is affected by the
sense of neighborhood such as safety awareness in the residential area,
urban structure, social background, cultural background, lifestyle, and
mildly by the children's happiness their own.

Many cases in the survey found that children's happiness is
independently high even guardian's happiness is not so high. On the
other hand, only a few cases were obtained that show a paralleled low
level of happiness in both children and their guardian's happiness.

As the result, it is believed that to develop the urban environments
using the CFC guidelines, we can achieve not only "Child-Friendly"” but
"All the People Friendly” environment. This may especially, help foster
the sense of neighborhood in the residential area.

Based on these results, further research will be extended to analyze in
the urban structures from the view point of CFC in the near future, and
to continue to develop the good practices of urban planning in these
cities, and to make networking much more strengthen among Japan
and the Asia-Pacific region.
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