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The sarira reliquaries in China, Japan and Korea were produced in different locations. It can
illustrate the development process of sarira reliquaries in these countries. Furthermore, via comparing
with the relics excavated along the Silk Route, a trail of the diffusion and transformation of sarira system
can be traced: Buddhism from India, Central-Asia moved eastward to Korea Peninsula from China,
influenced the Asuka-Heian era of Japan, and the large quantities of sarira-stupa and sarira reliquaries are
the carriers of its culture expansion.

If the sarira system is put into the scope of East Asia culture and social background, we will notice
that it had not only influenced the religion, burial and arts of East Asia, but also assimilated by the local
cultures. This is the cultural factors of the development of East Asia sarira system. It can be discussed as
follows:

1. The Indigenous Progress of Sarira Reliquaries

The sarira reliquaries from India interacted with local cultures in two ways: Firstly, sarira reliquaries
with East Asia characteristics gradually come to maturity. The form of box, golden inner coffin, sliver
outer coffin and treasure pavilion takeover the traditional India style of round pagoda stone boxes.
Secondly, although the round pagoda style is not used in East Asia sarira reliquaries, it had influenced
other East Asia Buddhist wares and funerary objects. The Buddhist mural in Korea and China have round
pagoda style burners, and these “pagoda-shaped jars” used in 7th-18th Century burial were influenced by
it as well.

2. The Diffusion and Transformation of Sarira Burial Practices

The sarira is placed in the centre of stupa as the remains of Buddha for worship in India, which had
influenced the Buddha worship and burial practices in East Asia. In term of Buddha worship, the concept
of mausoleum diminished, worship intensified, and so the East Asia countries established the practices of
building high rise pagoda on ground and the burial of sarira used the coffin chamber of mausoleum as a
reference to create the practice of “underground-palace”. In term of burial practices, the practice of
building chamber (“underground-palace”) under the pagoda and Zan monastery as a tomb garden were
established.

The author tries to examine the sarira reliquaries excavated or handed down from one generation to
another in East Asia, and cross examine with other Buddhism culture relics in Japan, China and Korea,
so that to study the development of sarira burial practices in wild regions of East Asia from traditional
periods to the contemporary era. This project went on in dynamic aspects, using large quantities of
information, historical and archaeological documentations to illustrate the trail of interaction with local
cultures when it speared across the East, which originated from India.
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