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I and collaborators visited Shimokita Peninsula (Aomori Pref.), Shirakami Mountains (Aomori Pref.), Kinkazan Island

(Miyagi Pref.), Nikko (Tochigi Pref.), and Shiga Heights (Nagano Pref.), all of which are known as study sites of wild

Japanese macaques (Macaca fuscata), and collected leaves, flowers, and fruits of woody plants, on which the macaques

fed. We then analyzed 1) hardness (only for leaves), 2) fundamental nutritional components (crude protein, crude ash,

crude fat, and carbohydrate) and 3) tannin contents for each sample. So far we have analyzed 185 samples. In future we

will conduct multivariable analyses in which we set 1) result of nutritional analyses and 2) tree density of each dietary

species as explanatory variables, and 3) feeding time percentage as response variable, and address how environmental

characteristics can explain regional variation in diet of the macaques.




