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Indigenous communal land titling (ICT) system has been introduced in order to recognize the property
land rights of indigenous peoples as a group living in mountainous areas in developing countries. In
Cambodia, ICT has been developed for the Bunong ethnic minority living around the Seima protected
area. On the other hand, the government has been implementing a private land title policy for giving
farmlands and residences since 2012 over the coutnry. This policy has also been implemented in the
protected areas, and indigenous peoples have been forced to choose either ICT or private land title.
Therefore, the objective of this study was to identify the response of indigenous peoples on the movement
of private land title establishment, which was newly introduced to develop the indigenous communal land
title in the indigenous villages of the Seima protected area.

The results of the study revealed that Buong people try to secure and protect their land by introduced

indigenous communal land title in order to protect the farmlands expansion by the outside actors like
investors. Although some leaders of the indigenous people strongly recommended the indigenous
collective land titling, many indigenous people were selected private land title. In the final stage of
indigenous communal land titling near the villages of Seima protected area, the initiative of private land
title reached to the ethnic people and many of them considered the system due to the economic benefits.
However, the process of getting ICT took long time which has worked disadvantageously.
Currently all indigenous households introduced cash crop plantations; and the situation was greatly varied
when the indigenous communal land titling system has established. The function of indigenous communal
land titling was not applied properly due to rapid transformation of the market economy and many
migration from other areas. The study also found out that many areas of reserved lands under ICT had
been greatly decreased due to selling land to the outsiders by some village leaders. It would be
recommended to re-examine the significance of land ownership right by the indigenous communal land
titling system.




