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In Laos, large livestock such as cattle and buffalo had played important role in local farming system in the past.
However, the land-use change and the farm mechanization due to rapid economic development have greatly
affected their population. From the viewpoint of the changes in relationship between people and livestock,
therefore, we would like to elucidate how the value and functions of large livestock are being changed in Laos.

The study area is Xieng Khouang Province in Northern Laos where many Hmong people live. Main
livelihood by Hmong people is livestock raising, and they have a culture of bullfighting. In order to clarify the
situation of large livestock raising and bullfighting culture, we visited several villages in Xieng Khouang
Province for understanding the outline of livestock raising and conducted the interview with 37 households in
Pa-pun village of Khoune district where beef cattle and bullfighting cattle are being actively conducted.

As a result of the survey, detailed data on grazing form and fattening method of local cow and buffalo
were obtained. Four species of pasture grass have been introduced by governmental development projects
around 2010, and then fattening cattle have been newly started among locals. However, cattle and water
buffalo have no longer play a role as draft animals. By the introduction of fattening, production of bullfighting
cattle has been thriving, because fattening enabled people to grow bigger cattle. If people can leave behind a
good result in the bullfighting, they can trade bullfighting cattle higher price than beef cattle. Even if people
cannot keep good results with bullfighting, they can sell it at a beef cattle price according to the weight. So
fattening efforts will not be in vain. Breeding of beef cattle and bullfighting cattle are interrelated, and it became
clear that the present relationship is firmly supported by the recent increase in demand for beef and the unique
traditional culture of the study area.




