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In this research, which aims to develop into an international joint project, we carried out preliminary investigation and
analysis on the sustainable development of the Far-Northern area of Russia. | made two overseas fieldtrips: first to Arctic
areas of Norway, and second to Moscow for data collection.

I compared Russia with other Arctic countries in terms of Arctic development and its problems and tried to clarify
Russia’s specificity in this regard. Especially, | made a comparison between Western part of Russia’s Arctic areas,
including Murmansk and Arkhangelsk regions, and Arctic regions of Norway. Joint researcher, Masumi Motomura
analyzed oil and gas development in these areas, and Masahiro Tokunaga examined environmental issues. This research
clarified that the Far-Northern areas of Russia were classified into three types and that Arkhangelsk and Murmansk
regions belong to those where energy and mineral resources were not rich and economic development would depend on
the advancement of economic relations with neighboring countries and transportation. A part of the result of this study
was presented at Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) in Toyama in April 2015, entitled “A Preliminary Analysis of the
Socio-economic Development of Arkhangelsk and Murmansk Regions after the Collapse of the USSR.”

Based on this research, | applied for the bilateral Japan-Finland project, funded by JSPS and the Academy of Finland and
the proposal of the new project “Russia’s Final Energy Frontier: Sustainability Challenges of the Russian Far North” was
adopted as a two-year project in 2014-2016. In that project, together with researchers of universities of Helsinki, Turku
and Lapland and with Japanese colleagues, including two joint researchers of this research, we are carrying out joint
research on the sustainable development of the Russian Far-Northern area. Thus, one of the aims of this research, i.e.,
development of this research into an international joint project, has been successfully fulfilled.




