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Regarding geothermal power developments, we aim to find factors which influence social acceptances
by comparative analyses on decision—making processes between constructed and suspended cases as
well as questionnaire survey for hot spring owners, and make clear current situation and issues
of consultation systems with stakeholders. Through publication surveys including newspaper
articles, we found 10 cases which were involved in local disputes on geothermal development

Afterwards, we conducted interview surveys for 5 cases which were allowed to access stakeholders,
as well as 2 cases in which power plants were constructed. The results found the difference between
the two categories in terms of participation opportunities recognition and responses for impact
to hot spring resources. In addition, reliance among stakeholders could be degraded by peculiar
aspects of geothermal developments, such as invisibility of specific events, asymmetry of technical
information and insufficient understanding of underground structure. Based on the result, we
constructed a cause—effect model on local acceptance for geothermal power plants, and conducted
questionnaire survey for hot spring owners who operate their business in 84 municipalities.
Delivering questionnaire sheets for 4,145 owners, we got 1,461 effective respondents. Using
covariance structure analysis and quantitative method class I, we found the following results

General attitudes of respondents would be affected by recognition of public benefits and risk
perception, while reliability for proponents would relatively influence their attitudes for
specific projects. We also conducted questionnaire survey for 17 entities operating local councils
among stakeholders for geothermal developments, and interview surveys for stakeholders related to
three development projects in Yuzawa City, Akita prefecture. Through those surveys, we found the
following points. While the current consultation systems provide opportunities to access
information as well as share their opinions, we should make efforts to justify selection process
of members, considering the importance of informal opportunities to promote reliable relationship
among stakeholders.




