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This study aims at investigating the transfer and diffusion process of solar photovoltaic (PV) technology to
solve the environmental as well as energy problems in Ethiopia. We have gotten several findings as
follows.

Firstly, when there is scarcely any market for new technology and its product within developing
countries such as Ethiopia, the role of a system builder may be quite significant to formulate the system
of innovation concerning a specific technology such as solar PV systems. In Ethiopia, NGO group called
Solar Energy Foundation has played an important role to introduce the solar PV system, to establish
micro finance, to train technicians, and to incorporate its billing system, making the power generation
project realize. We analyzed its development process based on the TIS (Technological Innovation System)
approach.

Secondly, sometimes specifically in a traditional society some resistance derived from religion may
take place. We donated a flashlight to a priest of a church that locates in the non-electric area to explore
the recognition among villagers. We found that as the priest accepted our donation villagers became
approving to accept the new technology. We finally acknowledged the influence of religion.

Thirdly, we conducted a comparative study on the introduction process of the solar PV system
between Ethiopia and Bangladesh. Bangladesh precedes Ethiopia in the sense that an NGO under
Gramin Bank has operated the solar PV system for a long time. As a result, we could find the direction
that Ethiopia should take.

Forth, TIS approach is effective to analyze the formative process of system of innovation concerning
a specific technology among developing countries. However, TIS approach depends on somewhat
qualitative and subjective methodology, so that we found that it has some limitations to apply to the
system of innovation concerning specific technology.




