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This research project aimed at constructing a theory for regional environmental co-operation in
North-East Asia and at making a policy-proposal on Japanese environmental diplomacy for
promoting the regional environmental protection. Focus was put on issues of PM 2.5 in the region.
Thorough analysis was made on existing international frameworks for dealing with air pollution,
such as the East-Asian Network on Acid Rain, 7.e. EANET, initiated by the Japanese Government,
the Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution Project, namely LTP, prompted by the Government of
Republic of Korea (ROK), the UNECE Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and its
protocols, the ASEAN Haze Agreement, etc. Bilateral co-operation, particularly between China and
ROK, was also examined, since its current development would be a key to managing PM 2.5 problems
in the region. Various kinds of approaches were combined in the research from the viewpoint of
Iinternational law, international relations and studies on science and technology.

Significant outcome was produced by the project, including various articles published, or being
published, by each of the project members, a paper of policy-proposal, provisionally titled, "Diplomatic
Strategy both for managing PM 2.5 problems and for relaxing political tension in North-East Asia"
and so on. The paper emphasized two functional elements of international environmental
co-operation, 1.e. solving regional environmental problems and providing a key to the relaxation of
regional tension or "a safety valve" at the peak of the tension in security. Based on analysis of
effectiveness of existing various frameworks and political dialogues, the paper constructed a model
for governance on environmental co-operation in North-East Asia and suggested a strategy that
include a path by which the model is to be realized in the future.

The policy paper has currently been revised thoroughly. Being published in Japanese, English,
Chinese, Korean and Russia by the end of March 2015, it is to be sent to each government of all
North-East Asian States, relevant international organizations, various research institutions,
academia, other institutions, etc.




