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I have studied the breeding migration of the Japanese headwater-frog Rana sakuraii,
an explosive breeder, over 17 years (1992, 1993 and 1999-2013) in the upper basins of the
Akigawa River. In this study, I report on the duration of breeding migrations.

1. The start dates varied from late January to late February, depending on the water
temperature during the hibernation. In the average years, the dates ranged from 8
to 15 February.

2. The peak days: in the average years, breeding migrations peaked in 3 or 4 days
during mid or late February (from 15 to 26 February).

In the 15 years (1999-2013): In the 3 years (2000, 2008, 2013), the start days: late
February; the peak-days: late February or early March. In the 3 years (2002, 2007,
2008), the start days: late January or early February; the peaks: early or
mid-February. In the other 9 years, these days were showed the average tendency.

3. Conclusion: In the upper basins of the Akigawa River (probably, also in the whole
region in the Honshu Island), the breeding period of Rana sakuraiiis from late
January to early March. Although the dates of start and peak varied depending on
the water temperature each year, moreover, even in the same year, these dates
varied among different sites between the main stream and tributaries or between
upstream and downstream sites. Besides, after the breeding period, frogs remain at
shallow sites as the spring torpor period: from mid-March to late April.




