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Sellafield, situated in the north of England, is a nuclear facility which has evolved from origins as the center for
producing nuclear weapon material for the UK. This facility currently consists of Windscale, a nuclear pile which
was the site for a major nuclear accident in 1957s, Calder Hall, the original power generation plant and which is now
being decommissioned, and a nuclear fuel processing complex with associated storage facilitates. Although there
have been many studies covering health risks and contamination related to Sellafiled, there has been no studies
looking at official information disclosure about Sellafield. The purpose of this study is to examine aspects such as
the consistency, timeliness, and credibility of official information disclosure.

The method of this study began with a visit to Sellafield to tour the facility to view and learn firsthand
about its history, current operation and policies pertaining to information disclosure. In addition much
information published over a period of 50 years by the UK Government, the UK Atomic Energy Authority and
British Nuclear Fuels Ltd, has been collected and analyzed.

The initial focus of the study was on information disclosed directly after the 1957 accident. Government reports
at the time concluded that the impact to public health was not serious and a ban of sales of local milk was described
as precautionary. This approach was likely due to the importance of the facility to national policies on nuclear
energy at the time as well as its military importance. Employees were bound to secrecy by the Official Secrets Act
and were not allowed to report any information. However, much information has now been declassified.

This study so far have been presented at two Japan Association on The Environmental Studies Conferences, in
June 2012 and June 2013, under the titles "Report on the UK Sellafield " and "Information disclosure of Windscale
fire immediately after the accident" respectively.




