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In terms of urban planning, preventing uncontrolled urbanization under appropriate spatial plan is
strongly required to tackle with environmental problems. This research, taking the cases of South Asian
megacities, Dhaka, Delhi and Mumbai, aims to discuss the challenges and opportunities toward the spatial
planning and metropolitan governance.

Indeed, the institutional framework for the spatial planning and metropolitan governance is established:
In Dhaka, “Capital Development Authority of Bangladesh (RAJUK)” was set up and “Dhaka Metropolitan
Development Plan” was prepared in 1997. India has longer history. “Delhi Development Authority”,
“National Capital Region Planning Board (NCRPB)” and “Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA)” was established in 1957, 1985 and 1975 respectively, under which the metropolitan
development plans were designated.

On the other hand, various development projects are being implemented in these megacities. In Delhi,
under “Delhi Metro Project” launched in 1997, 6 lines with total length 190 kilometers was developed and it
is planned to extend to 414 kilometers in 2012, which would change the urban structure toward
transport-centered.

However, the present situation that too many development projects are planned or implemented due to
the economic growth, which overlays the “traditional” kind of urban planning challenge, such as looser land
use regulation, makes it much more difficult to control the urbanization at the metropolitan scale. Then,
restructuring governance from government-based to partnership-based is even more essential.




