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In Congo Brazzaville (RC), population of city dwellers is increasing after the last civil war from the late 1990s to the
beginning of 2000s. In the northern area of the country, where lowland swamp forest prevails, commercial logging
operation accelerated by concession sales in the times of civil war established small patches of population
concentrated cities inside tropical forest. These cities demand much of animal protein from forest ecosystem. The
research was conducted at Brazzaville city and in Sangha province of RC. The research revealed that the demand for
animal protein facilitated commercialization of inland fishing activities as well as commercial hunting against forest
mammals. The larger part of fishes are smoked or salted for long distance transportation and market distribution in
the city. Extensive survey in rural area showed that fishing became one of a few sources of cash income for local
people. The first hand data obtained about local market value, distribution network of aquatic fishes, and importance
of fishes in daily meal consumption of city dwellers will contribute to the discussions on the potential of aquatic
fishes as an alternative animal protein source to bush meat, so that food security of increasing city dwellers can be
assured in harmony with rainforest environments.




