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The safety consciousness toward food is very high. However, the standard that judges whether the

“thing itself” is safe or not is not clear, and in many cases artificial substance has somehow
become the vague image of being dangerous. Therefore by developing the lesson based on a risk theory
for the image of “the safety and the risk” , this research tries to aim at the change of the
students’ view of safety and danger and tried to research the effect of the lesson. Agricultural
chemicals are the theme in the lesson, and the lesson was performed on fifth graders in an elementary
school in June, 2011.

The lesson was to examine how students categorized in sequential the probabilities (HERP) which
carries out oncogenesis of 1. Alcohol beverages, 2. Coffees, 3. Lettuce, 4.0range juice, 5. Potatoes
6. Agricultural chemicals (ethylene thiourea), and 7.Aditives (methyl eugenol). There were few
students who estimated coffee, lettuce, orange juice and potatoes, which are natural products, to
contain more carcinogen compared to agricultural chemicals. Since student' s view that natural
products have fewer carcinogens than agricultural chemicals, which varied from the actual fact,
explanation for this is required. In the lesson, it is explained that plant itself is not capable
of moving oneself; therefore, poison was made inside of the body for the sake of self-defense. This
idea was understood by the fifth graders in an elementary school. By showing the index of an object
risk to students in this lesson, it enables forty percent of the students’ views of the vague
dangerousness of agricultural chemicals.

Considering the evaluation of the validity of this lesson, further examination is required.
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