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The objective of this research project was to understand the mechanisms of deforestation in the
Teknaf Peninsula, Bangladesh, and to explore the possibilities of initiating alternative livelihood measures,
such as eco-tourism, in this area in order to conserve biodiversity and support people's livelihood. This
project was conducted between November 2009 and May 2011 for 18 months.

During this period, the project conducted three field surveys in a village called Marish Bania (MB),
located on the west coast of the peninsula in Baharchara Union. These surveys consisted of mainly three
types: household survey, vegetation survey, and tourism resource survey. The household survey recorded
basic household demographic attributes of all households in the village along with their economic bases,
the use of forest resources (firewood, construction materials, etc.), and agricultural activities. According to
this survey, many households in this village cannot support themselves by regular agricultural activities,
and major sources of income for them include foreign migration, and betel leaf cultivation. While the latter
can be much more profitable than rice farming, it requires a facility called "pah-boroz™ which consumes a
large amount of forest resources, and becomes a factor in deforestation in this area.

The vegetation survey, conducted by short-transect observations covering the entire village and
detailed recording of kitchen gardens, found that vegetation in the village has been degraded by excessive
use, but that kitchen gardens preserve a rich variety of flora. Therefore, re-forestation using kitchen
gardens as cores and expanding them into the surrounding area, may function to curb the progress of
deforestation.

The tourism resource survey evaluated and recorded different types of cultural landscapes in several
places along the peninsula. These villages are engaged in different subsistence activities, such as salt
panning, fishing, and agriculture. The survey found that cultural landscapes formed by people's daily
activities and natural surroundings have enough potential to be resources for eco-tourism although the
current infra-structure needs to be improved to bring tourists.




