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Apart from the argument for and/or against using nuclear power in the future, there is an unsolved and unavoidable problem of
disposing of high-level radioactive waste that has been generated until now, especially due to the use of nuclear power. Many
countries across the world have tried to resolve the problem, and Japan has been facing some difficulty in planning a disposa |
repository
Meanwhile, in May 2001, as a first in the world, the Parliament in Finland approved the plan for the final disposal of high-level
radioactive wastes in the Olkuiluto Eurajoki municipality. Therefore, this study seeks to research how the argument with the
opponents of the plan in Finland ended, and how they agreed to the plan
The fol lowing are the three characteristic of this study: First, the study col lected material not only from the main actor company
“Posiva,” but also from scholars and opposition movements. Second, because there were difficulties in executing the plan in
the country until the early 1990s, the study considered a historical perspective, focusing on the second half of the 1990s and
the Eurajoki municipality. Third, the study used theoretical approaches that cultivated a trend in people to accept facilities
that were previously avoided
The research makes the following conclusions: First, Finland faces |ittle danger of earthquakes; in addition, it is important
to note that in the early 1980s, the geological survey presented conclusions on the suitability of the Finnish bedrock for the
final disposal of spent nuclear fuel. The areas in the country were ranked according to non-geological factors (population density
transportation conditions, and land ownership) based on the safety guaranteed by the geological survey. For the siting of the
final disposal of spent nuclear fuel, the country focused on the region in which nuclear facilities already exist, namely the
“nuclear oases,” assuming that more facilities may be welcome there. Furthermore, economic incentives facilitated the
acceptance. Second, the study observes a transformation in the values of the people in Finland. The plan for building the disposal
repository was set aside until the early 1990s partly as a reaction to the nuclear catastrophe in Chernobyl. However, the anx iety
reduced over time— Posiva introduced economic incentives, and information strategies were designed to assist in the building
of the repository. It is also astonishing that the crisis of the climate change has been considered more seriously than the i ssue
of nuclear power in this country so that it have been identified generally favorable trends of discussion at the press of nuc lear
energy-related carbon dioxide. This research will be continued in the future




