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This study aims at identifying prerequisites, with which basin countries of an international water body (river or
lake) can agree to establish modalities based on the Espoo Convention for the sake of Transboundary
Environmental Impact Assessment. Basin countries of the Caspian Sea established the guidelines, based on
the Espoo Convention in 2003 and a legally binding protocol is under development. The reason behind it was
that all the basin country will suffer from pollution of the shared water body, once the Sea is contaminated by a
basin country. Such symmetry, in terms of having impacts by environmental degradation of the shared water
resources, led the basin country to establishment of the guidelines. Guidelines of the similar nature is being
developed by the basin countries of the Black Sea, due to the same reason, namely presence of symmetry.
Such symmetry exists, not in a single water body but as a set of water bodies, between (a) Canada and the
United States, and (b) Mexico and the United States. Between these countries, for some rivers one country is
in upstream while the same country is in downstream in other rivers. In terms of geography, both Laos and
Thailand are in upstream and Cambodia and Vietham are in downstream in the lower Mekong river basin.
However, these four countries are closely linked in economy. Thus, once an upstream country gives
environmental impacts on downstream countries, it will severely deteriorate relations among basin countries,
which will lead to destruction of economic ties in the region. Such “symmetry of impacts” in multiple sectors
prevents upstream countries to give impacts on downstream countries in water regime. It has lead to
agreement among basin countries towards establishment of the guidelines based on the Espoo Convention,
with the stewardship of the Mekong River Commission.




