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The Sereer whose main livelihoods are agriculture and |ivestock feeding, have been maintaining
anthropogenic vegetation dominated by saas tree (Faidherbia albida) of which the shoot and fruit are
excellently useful as a manure, fodder and firewood, for a long time. However, the scarcity of the
tree increases more and more because of recent high rate population growth. In this study, | examined
how Sereer cope with the resource scarcity problem from three viewpoints: improvement of pollarding
technique, institutions to use the tree, and quantitative analysis on tree growth.

The practice of the people to cut branches to collect the leaves or fruits, can bring
unexpected-influence to shoots regrowth and decrease the amount of leaf which can be used as manure

To avoid this unfavorable effect, the people employ their particular pollarding technique called as
yar which means upbringing in sereer idiom.

People’ s perspectives of yar practice are to improve the light reception condition of tree crown
and to increase leaf amount by cutting branches. To evaluate its effect, | measured trunk diameter
of saas in natural condition and those growing around village site from 2006 to 2009. The result is
that the former grew in rate of 1-4cm/year, but that of the latter was only 0. 06cm/year. This is showing
that the people cut al | but minimum amount of branches needed for the tree growth and the shoots regrowth
for the next season. This represents that yar is a technique to maximize collectable leaves and fruit
as fodder while securing the tree’ s survival and regrowth.




