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This research focuses on the “cormorant fishermen” at the Lake Poyang in the Jiangxi Province in China. It provides
an ethnographic description of fishermen have coped with the Lake environmental change, and analyzes the change of
“cormorant fishing”. In this research, “cormorant fishermen” mean the fishermen using cormorants in fishing.

In China, there exists a comparatively large account of sociological or anthropological studies about development and
peasants lives in the rural villages. There are also excellent micro-studies of individual villages. From those studies, we
know that social changes in China, such as the founding of the P. R. China(1949), the implementation of land
reforms(1949), the enforcement of the collectivization policy(1952), the Proletarian Cultural Revolution(1966-78) and the
adoption of reform and opening-up policy(1978-), have greatly influenced on the lives and subsistence of peasants. So
there is a plenty of information about on rural China.

However, there only exist very few studies on the historical change of fishermen’s lives and fishing communities in
China. Especially, anthropological research on the fishermen at the inland lake has yet to be conducted. Therefore, it is
still unclear how the life and subsistence of the fishermen has changed in China.

The geographical area of cormorant fishing vastly declined during and after the 1990s. In 1989, the fishing area covered
581.3 ki, but that shrank to just 114.1 kii by 2006. In other word, the area of cormorant fishing was reduced by 80.4%
over that period. Two causes can be identified for the decrease. First, there was an increase in exclusive water areas, in
which the right to fish was purchased by other fishermen after the execution of the family contract responsibility system.
Secondly, large water areas had turned to land through reclamation works.

Under such circumstance, fishermen resumed fishing in large groups in wide rivers, and making contact with the
merchants who buy their fish. As a result, the present daily income of cormorant fishing is small alongside of past it, but
was stabilized. And, time to spend on the catch fish of present fishing become longer, the amount of body activities in
fishing also increased. This study found that fishermen were maintaining productivity by increasing body activities,
because fishing methods, such as cormorant, fishing nets and fishing boats, has not been so easy to change and develop.




