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As space is limited, | will concentrate on the legal systems on wetlands. In this article, we are
not concerned with the legal systems on comprehensive environment. |n Japan, there is not law to apply
to wetlands itself. But it is necessary to institute a comprehensive “Wetland Conservation Act”

Wetlands are now incrisis. The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands was adopted in 1971. But the details
about the conservation and the wise use of wetlands are referred to each Contracting Parties. In
Japan, the wetlands registered in the Ramsar List are already designated under the current |aws
such as the Natural Parks Law and Wildlife Protection and Hunting Law etc.

With regard to the legal systems on wetlands in Japan, | can point out five problems. 1) The
problem is to make too much of property rights. 2) The problem is to make use of the surplus
environment. 3) There is no viewpoint of ecological conservation. 4) The problem is not to designate
the wetlands appropriately. 5) The problem is not to regulate the development acts strictly.

In conclusion, | would |ike to state the following five points. 1) It is necessary to regulate
the land use strictly. 2) |t is necessary to suppress “Over Use”. 3) It is necessary to ensure
viewpoint of ecological conservation. 4) It is necessary to designate the wetlands appropriately.
5) It is necessary to regulate the development acts strictly.




