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This research aims to develop a tool necessary to evaluate measures of climate policy that are performed
by local governments. Four fields of climate policy are evaluated: the setting of targets or plans, energy,
waste, and transport. Each field has four steps of concrete measures, and there are 26x4 benchmarks used
in this process. We used this tool and collected data from 66 local governments in 2008(Japan: 39, Germany:
18, USA: 9). This research was a part of the project entitled “Local Governments Climate Partnership”
performed by the UBA (German Ministry of Environment) from 2007 to 2009 with the Climate Alliance
(located in Frankfurt am Main).

Using this tool, the condition of the local government appears on the Rader Chart automatically if the staff
of local government checks the 104 benchmarks. Then the staff can grasp the local climate policy of the area
and be able to know what the next steps are.

In general, Japanese local governments are evaluated at early stages. In the fields of setting targets/plans
and waste, there are some measures that are already implemented, but the fields of energy and transport are
less developed.

On the other hand, for the local governments of the USA, the fields of waste and transport are
comparatively more developed, but the fields of setting targets/plans and energy are still in their early stages.

Many German local governments are in the final stages. Local governments with large populations in
particular are advancing in the field of energy, and the local governments with moderate populations scored
high regarding transport measures.

We held two workshops - one in Nagoya in March 2008, and one in Frankfurt am Main in June 2008 - to
share the good practices undertaken by the local governments participating in our project.

Finally, we confirmed why the German local governments are leading in local climate policy: many German
local governments have their own energy company and manage the energy of their municipality.
Furthermore, they enact concrete measures, such as integrating climate policy in city planning, introducing
renewable energy as an obligation, and setting up an original energy standard for buildings.
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