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The Himalayan mountain system which is contiguous with Montane Mainland of South-east Asia
(MMSEA) is not significant in socio-economic terms but is globally renowned for its biodiversity and
environmental wealth, as well as being a source of rich indigenous knowledge, thanks to the collective
experiences of hundreds of isolated local communities that maintain sustainable human-nature relations in
diverse environmental conditions. This research was developed based on a review of existing knowledge,
policies and output generated from people-centered participatory studies and demonstration trials. Together,
they have added to the existing body of indigenous knowledge as a means to enhance local capacity for
adaptation to global change.

The sustainability of certain indigenous Himalayan communities for centuries, in the absence of any
external assistance, derives from their socio-ecological systems which foster equity, community solidarity and
the sustainable use of natural resources. Such systems have become effective at adapting to climatic
variability and uncertainty. While terrain and linguistic barriers have restricted the exchange of knowledge
among various local communities, most national policy interventions and international support have
discouraged indigenous knowledge systems by assuming them to be deficient in all respects and have instead
targeted environmental conservation, poverty alleviation and social development as independent rather than
integrated goals. Indigenous knowledge on agriculture ecosystems should be taken into consideration when
planning policy and intervention at the local levels.

Meanwhile, climate change has emerged in recent years as a global priority. Today, the relative
uncertainty of scientific predictions about climate change and its wide-ranging impact suggest that corrective
action will have to be identified based on an imperfect body of knowledge and revised in due course together
with the gradual integration of indigenous knowledge. Results of this research proposes to create a data base
featuring lesser-known resources such as the rich body of indigenous knowledge, and build a platform to
develop capacity to adapt to climate change in the Himalayas. Such a database will benefit local communities
and encourage them to share their experiences and build networks beyond their geographical boundaries. The
lessons learnt will benefit other marginal mountain communities in developing countries in the Asian region.




