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Controlling wild animal population has become an important issue to secure the sustainability of
agriculture/forestry in Japan.

In this research, we studied Yezo Deer management in Hokkaido. Since 1998, Hokkaido
Government and Yezo Deer Association have adopted adaptive management to control Yezo Deer.
Their purpose is to protect Yezo Deer from extinction while controlling the population below a certain
number (around 200,000, right now in Hokkaido).

Now in East Hokkaido, Yezo Deer are overpopulated and they cause serious damages on
agricultural lands and forests. Since 1995, they constructed about 3,300km of fences to protect crops
and trees from the damages. Also, they try to catch deer and make the best use of the meat.

But deer are increasing very rapidly and they have not succeeded in stabilizing Yezo
Deer population yet.




