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This study examined the relationship between the adaptive management of nature and the
adaptive management of society by conducting a field research on the Common Reed
(Phragmites australis) in the Kitakami River mouth area of Miyagi Prefecture and the Iwaki River
mouth area of Aomori Prefecture, both located in Northern Japan.

This study found the following:

1. Historical organizations and local society regulations play crucial roles in the management of
the local environment.

2. Nevertheless, these societal institutions are prone to change. The changes in actors,
organizations and environmental regulations are a reflection of social change.

3. Conflicts on environmental management have recently occurred among actors with different
environmental attitudes.

4. Nevertheless, actors with different attitudes can arrive at a consensus on the technical aspects
of environmental management.

5. Environmental governance needs monitoring of the social system — or social scientific
monitoring. Social monitoring involves monitoring (a) the effect of social change on the local
people’s participation in the local environment and (b) the change in social institutions and
people’s attitude toward nature.




